


9 4 b3

aplariumg i
Qupdu

cgpﬁpﬁéennm/)

o &W

4. GrovauiCagauamu gpgafwmi, M.A.,

Pachaiyappa's College

iﬁ»\n(} N I\tlt')x/

By AL )<\

e

L5) - 4 W) 7 e g5 0,

MADRAS
PRINTED AT THE 5. P. C. K. PRRSS, VEPERY

1912
da"»4-’l@.



NOTE
This reprint of the first edition of 1gos has
had the advantage of being compared with a
manuscript copy placed at my disposal by my
friend Mr. A. Sudarsanam Naynar, Sub-Inspector
of Police, Pernamallur, North Arcot, for which I

am much obliged to him.

15th Feb., 1912, T. C.



PREFACE

ARANERICHARAM i3 a Jain work of rare merit by one
Munaippddidr. The date of the work eannot now be fixed
with precision.  Some of its stanzas are found in an old
poetical anthology, named DPurathiratbu (also called
Prasangdbharanam), whose contents range hetween the
age of the Last Academy of Madura and that of Kamban.
We may, thorefore, only state approximately that it is
more than five hundred years old.

Neatly onc-third of its contenbs suvours of Jainism,
and this is perhaps ono reason why the work has been
neglected and is not ag popular as i1t deserves to he.  The
rest can he studied with advantage by any orthodox
Tamilian without prejudice to his faith. The earnest-
ness of the author, his easy flow of style, and his pointed
metaphors commend themselves to any casual reader.
Except that some stanzas are found quoted in Ellis’s
Kural, and that some stanzas find a place in Pope's
Anthology (Seyyul Kalambakam)-—and these books are
now out of print—no other use secms to have been made
of this work.

A few months back Dewan Bahadur V. Krishnama
‘Chariar suggested to me the desirability of publishing the
work. I had a manuscript copy of the work transcribed
from an old cadjan copy of the late T. Shanmuka Kavi-
royar, Tamil Pandit, San Thomé College. This I compared
with the two copies available in the Government Manu-
soript Library. I could not rely upon the readings found
in these copies. I could not get any from Sri Pandi
Duraisami Devar, the president-founder of the Tamil
Sangam in Madura,—he borrowed my own copy for
transcription some years ago. I applied to some Jain
‘scholars in Conjeevaram to spare me a copy for & few
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days. They refused to comply with the request. I then
requested M. R. Ry. A, Singaravelu Mudaliar Avargal,
Senior Tamil Pandit, Govindu Naicker's Middle School,
Madras, to lend me his copy. [ am much obliged to
him, as his copy, from a Jain, was of incalculable service
in determining the correct reading of many stanzas
which were actually tantalising me. Nevertheless, the
present publication cannot be said to bo accurate, as
there are about half a dozen stanzas, and even more,
still puzzling and defying my attempts to decipher them.

The work, in a chaotic condition ag it was, afforded
no clue to classification and arrangement. A casual
perusal of Arungalacheppu, another Jain work, gave the
clue, however, and I was able to find & stanza in Araneri-
chdram, which cleared the difficulty. The work then
lent itself readily to the clagsification now adopted. To
facilitate reference to old manuseript copies, I have given
the corresponding number of every stanza by its side,
without numbering the stanzas in accordance with the
present arrangement.

I am prepared to forfeit the copyright (what right
have we for works of yore whose authors never had the
benefit of any Copyright Act?) and dostroy the very
few copies now printed, should any other gentleman in
possession of better manuseript copies be willing to
issue a better edition of the work. It is with this inten-
tion (I speak in earnest) that I hring out this edition.
Except for the labour (which of course was one of love)
and time spent in editing this work for the first time, I
admit I shall be making no serious sacrifice in thus for-
feiting the so-called right. Alas! we can never redeem
the shame of letting slip itrevocably so many of our old
literary gems into the cursed stream of Lethe.

T. C.
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