


The Universal Tamil
Phonetics.
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I. That Tamilagam and Agasthya's Podi-
gai mountaia have been existing from the first
period of the globe, and that Central Asia and
Siva's Kailusa mountain came into existence just
prior to the last period, cannot be denied by the
up-to date scientists.

2 The o!dest Tamil work extant is s
grammar. Tholkappium meaning ‘the Old Protec-
tive Canon’ and this grammar is older than
Panim’s Sanskrit Grammar.

3, The stability of the Tamil language is a
unique phenomenon in the history of the world's
languages,

4. The economy of breath in letters, the
econowy of Jetters in words, the economy of
words in sentences, the psychic order of words in
construction, natural coalescence of sounds bet-
ween werds the use of sounds suitable to sense in

the very formation of sorde-and the existence of
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such other natural elements of speech in the
Tamil language account for its stability.

5. Natural laws are stated and linguistic
conventions distinctly accounted for in the anci-
ent Tamil Grammar, Tholkappium.

6. Language is an index of the civilisation
of the prople who have used it.

7. 'The ancient Tamilian’s manners customs,
habits. philosophy, sociology, politics and other
sciences are a!l discernible in the ancient grammar
Tholkappium.

8. The first advance of civilisation in a
race is generally marked by the division of their
speech into words.

9. Further advance in civilisation is marked
by the division of their words into letter sounds,

10. The topmost of linguistic advancement
in any race is marked by the dissolution of com-
posite phones into therr irreducible elements,

11. 'I'he perfection of the linguistic science
is possible and feasible bya few scientists in a
race but the complete adoption of such perfected
science by people in general is not an easy matter
of accomplishment even by the best of States.
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12.  The defective phonetics of the English
language and the failure of all attempts to bring it
to a scientific basis irrespective of the world-wide
power of the English nation.

13. It is clear from the Tamil language and
its ancient-grammar that the Tamil people adopt-
ed the scientific systems of the language iu full
and are following them to this day.

14. The Tamil alphabet and the Tamil
language contain all the finite phonations that are
possible for the human vocal crgans without
omisSion.

15, Tamil does not indiscriminately count
composite phones as individual letters as the
other languages do.

16, Tamil distinguishes finite articulations
from articular:modulations in producing phonetic
varieties which the other languages do not do.

17. The two main systems of phonetics,
viz. accoustics and organic.

18. The Accoustic system has been adopted
by all other languages and by the Iiternational
Phonetical Association as well,

19. T he limitations of the accoustic system
and its disabilities.
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20. The Tamil alphabet is based on the
organic system.

21. The organic system and its capacity to
meet the phonations of all races in as much as the
general arrangement of the vocal orgens is the same
for all human beings-

22. The fewness of . the possible finite
elementary efforts of the vocal organs and the ease
of syr{xbolising them

23. While the accoustic symbols always
signify some audible sounds the organic symbols
in many cases signify efforts which produce no
audible sound.

24. The number of distinct phones, the
human voice can produce; is infinite but they are
only the resultants of ome or more of the
physiological efforts of the vocal organs which can
be easily symbolised.

25. Transcription of the organic symbols
{ollowing accurately the order of the efforts made
in the phomation automatically records with equal
accuracy the phonation and enables one to
reproduce the efforts at will and ‘thereby the

H] ounds.
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26. The system of symbolisation may be
either organic or accoustic but the exact timbre
of phones cannot be reproduced by another unless
the moulds of the various parts of the vocal
organs are identical between the person who first
produced the phoses and the one who tries to
reproduce the same and yet the letter sounds can
be accuratcly identified with the aid of the
organic symbols

27.  The difference in the timbre of phones
produced by the deep palatted Arab and the
shallow palatted Jap between the thick-lipped
Kaffir and the thin lipped Englishman, between
the aquiline-nosed Caucasian and the pug-nosed
China-man, and between the thyroid-protruding
Turk and the slender, round-necked Indian dam-
sel cannot possibly be avoided in any system of
phonetics.

28. Those who have practised Tamil can
imitate other languages with greater ease then
others as the Tamil alphabet gives exercise to all
the vocal organs alike.

29. The Tamil organic system takes note of
volitions pertaining to phonic efforts and defines
the efforts themselves by referring to the volitions
and consequently the definitions are very simple.
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The transtigurations of the various parts .of the
vocal organs are left uncared for in the definitions
as those transhigurations occur as a matter of
course for every effort directed by volition.

30. Such volitional efforts are classed
under three heads viz. vowellish, contactal; and
glottal.

31. Vowel cfforts arc capable of modula-
ting contactal efforts, glottal efforts are capable
of modulating both the vowel and contactal
efforts.

32. Definitions of vowel, contactal, and
glottal efforts.

33. The scale of seven soft and five tense
elem ntary vowel efforts.

34. 'The two typical examples of gliding
vowel effects with singlc symbols and other
gding cffirts with ccmposed symbdls.

35. The six hard, the six soft, and the six
medial elementary contactal efforts and their
symbols.

36. The five efforts of the glottis represen-
ted by a minimum of two symbols.
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37. The permutation and combination of
the three kinds of efforts producing endless varie-
ties of phones and their corresponding combina-
tions of symbols.

38 Successive efforts and simulteneous
efforts, corresponding composition of symbols and
the resulting phones.

39. Efforts during inhalation, their symbols
and the resulting phones.

40. The Tamil Scriptology is a seience by
itself.

41. The physiological and the philoso-
phical basis of the script.

42. The placeof the Tamil script in Palao-
graphy

43, Investigation into the old Vatteluthu
script  and into Gopinath Rao’s theory of the
Pali origin of Tamil seript.

44.  The probable age of the Tamil script.

45, Perfect system in the formation of the
Tamil letter forms.

46.  Similar int gral parts in the Tamil let-
ters have, similar phonetic s'gnificances
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47. The changes, the original letter forms
have undergone in cours: of time as evidenced by
epigraphy.

48. Restoration of the correct scientific
formsin place of the few deformed letters is
essential to rendcr the script capable of universal
application for all human phones,

49. The lost Aydam form and jts restora-
tion by Beschi in a transformed shape.

50. The lost dots over the two short vowels
e(e) and 0 (5) and over the glottals 0o (v)

4 . . .
and ce (g) thiir restoration by Beschi and
their disappearance once more.

51. The marvellous ingenuity of design of
the original T'amil script making them adjustable
to represent even fine variations of intonations
of different races.

52. The Tamil t (=) and its angular adjust-
ment to denote the various phonations from the
dental to the deep palatal limits.

53, The similarly universal | () form.
54, The similarly universal y (v) form.

55. Similar adaptability of the other forms,
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56. The conversion of v iceful phones into
voiceless phones i e. into whispers and the
corresponding voiceful forms and voiceless forms
in the Tamil script.

57. The organic explanations of and the
Tamil symbols for the phones of :—

(«) Sanskrit,
() Telugu,
(¢) Canarese,
(@) Malayalam,
(°) Tuly,

(f) Kongini,
(7) Sourastra,
(#) Oorya,
(?) Bengali,
(j) Hindi,

(%) Urudu.
() Arabic,
(m) Hebrew,
(n) Marathi,
(¢) Guzarathi,



(p) Singhah

(9) Malai,

() Burmese.

(s) Standard English,

() French,

() Italian,

() Welsh,

(1) Latin.

(2) Greek,

(y) Spanish and,

(-) other languages.
58. Organic explanation of colloqual

phones in various languages and the Tamil symbols
for them.

59. Organic explanations for various in-
ebriated phonations, suffering phones, joy and
ecstacy phones and phones otherwise affected by
internal and external casuses and their Tamil
symbols.

60. The limit of the application of the
universal Tamil script to phones prcduced by
persons with deformed vocal organs.
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61. The incapacity of *the universal Tamil
script to represent phones produced with a pebble
in the mouth or a leaf in the mouth like mimics,
and the reason why.

62. A brief statement of the western
experimental phonetics and its use for appreciat-
ing the universal Tamil phonetics.

63. The diversity of the analytical system
of the western phonotics reconciled in the unity
of the synthetic system of the Tamil phonetics.

64. The natural philosophy of Tamils on
which they based their synthetic sciences in which
their universal phonetics is one

65. The arrogance of the ancient Tamils in
reckoning Man as the makcr of gods and the
utility of such conception in pcrfocting their
material sciences in which their univirsal phone-
tics is one.

66. An all-round phonetic composition 1n
praise of Tamil.
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