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PREFACE

Noapology is necessary for offering to the Tamil student
these excerpts (Peragattiya Tirattu) from the first Grammar
of the Tamil Language ascribed to the great sage Agasthier,
to whom the commencement of literary activity in the
Tamil country is said to be mainly due. Many arc the
traditions connected with the name of this supposed foster-
father of Tamil—‘alanguage which is undoubtedly the
oldest, richest, and most highly organized, of the Dravidian
languages —in many respects the representative language of
the tamily.” The period of his existence is wrapped up in
ohscurity.  Sutlice it to say that he was one of the members
of the first Swngam (conclave of learned Tamil poets), and
that he was well versed in Sanskrit and Tamil and highly
skilled in Theology, Metaphysics and Medicine. His works
on these subjects were many. His Sanskrit 4shtagam shows
his mastery in theological lore and disputation. As the
first and best grammarian of the time, he wrote a Grammar
called after him Agathiam in two books, known as Pir
Agathiam and 8it Agathiam, which embodied canons
relating to Poetry and the Drama in twelve thousand
sutrams. Most of these sutrams gradually sank into oblivion
and are now lost, the fragments quoted by subsequent authors
in their learned works being all that have survived.

Several inferior works are wrongly ascribed to Agasthicr,
of which the chief are Guunavakadam, Vaithia Kummi,
Vaithiasaram, Novinsaram, Avilthasaram, Senthiwramural,
Amuthalkalaghianam, Panchakdvia-Nikandu, Kanma-
kandam, Purana Suthram and Sangu Suthi,
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PREFACE
Agasthier had twelve disciples, viz :—
(1) Tholeapyon (@grovstinGuiar),
(2) Athankottusdn (wsa381 0 asFian).
(3) Dooralinghan (116 iimsin).
() Nembootchei (o osw),
(5) l"l/(l/u‘/.'(l/l (o 1§ par ).
) Daeppyan  {aniniwen).
(V) Panambaran  {omiris).
18) Nezharamban  mpario),
(M) einayan e Tanusn),
(LO) Nadeipady (w10 5000.),
(L) Nattathan (505 503).
(12) Vamanan  (aviwanon).

These were all authers of repute @ four of tem arce
known to have written the following works called after
thewr names :—

M Tholeapyan—"Tholkappiam.

(2)  Avinayan-—Avinayam.

(3) Kakeipady —Kakeipadyniane.

() Nattathan—Nattatham.

Most of the works of these twelve disciples were lost
during the Muhammadan Invasion. Oue of their joint works,
however, survives, niz., the Purapporul Panniru-padalam
(ymisGuragar  warefl i ocan). The subject of the work is
Ancient Hindu Politics and Warfare.

Owing to the absence of reliable historical records, or
of internal evidence in ancient and medieval Tamil works,
it has become alinost impossible to trace the history and
epoch of Agasthier in spite of the valuable aid derived by
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literary scholars and antiquarians from subterranean
.excavations, and the discoveries and deciphermeatsjof lithic
and metallic records made by epigraphists and archwxo-
logists.

The work in which I am engaged as a Government
servant does not allow me to devote much of my time to
original research in the vast field of the antiquarian literature
of this country. It is to be hoped, however, that those who
have the necessary scholarship and can command the leisure
and who arc also endowed with patience, and literary
enthusiasm will conduct their original researches and earn
the gratitude of every true lover of India.

NewtoN Housk, VEPERY.
Madras, April 1912.
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